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2025 MLC Legislative Priorities

Expanding Housing Production and
Promoting Affordable Housing

Investing in Infrastructure,
Transportation & Economic Development

Strengthening the State-Local 
Fiscal Partnership

Supporting Safer Communities

The Municipal Legislative Commission (MLC) is an association of 18 suburban communities working
together to promote public policy decisions that are transparent, accountable, and equitable. 

We support strategic initiatives that help our cities, businesses, region, and state develop and thrive.

We support policies that increase production across
the housing spectrum and provide greater access to
affordable options while preserving local control of
land use and zoning decisions, including:

Reforming condominium insurance and warranty
requirements
Allowing cities to use local affordable housing aid
for zoning code updates
Simplifying comprehensive plan changes for
redevelopment projects
Strategically expanding Metropolitan Urban
Service Area boundaries
Establishing a metro area housing infrastructure
grant program
Expanding investments in Naturally Occurring
Affordable Housing and other critical affordable
housing programs
Expanding authority for cities to redirect surplus
TIF funds to Affordable Housing Trust Funds and
allowing TIF district extensions for affordable
housing purposes
Promoting Housing Improvement Areas in cities
with multi-unit properties

We support greater stability and predictability in the
fiscal relationship between the state and local units
of government by:

Providing a clearer, more predictable, and
equitable process to approve local sales tax
requests
Supporting more frequent review of the Local
Government Aid (LGA) program
Providing direct property tax relief 
Simplifying the sales tax exemption on
construction materials for cities
Preserving the integrity of the Fiscal Disparities
Program

MLC supports greater, regionally balanced
investments in transportation and infrastructure and
sensible regulatory requirements, including:

Authorizing street infrastructure fees to ensure
that local infrastructure can meet the demands
imposed by new development
Supporting essential local infrastructure projects
with a regional/state benefit
Providing increased, regionally balanced
investments in transportation and infrastructure
Supporting targeted state investments that add
new workers, retain high-quality jobs, and attract
business development

MLC supports empowering local elected leaders to
effectively manage public safety issues in their
communities by:

Allocating additional one-time funding for police
and fire aid programs 
Enhancing local control of Emergency Medical
Services by enabling community-specific
ambulance service provider selection and
establishing local performance and quality
assurance oversight



MLC Community Profiles

MLC Government Relations

Tony Albright, Lobbyist
tony.albright@poulhaas.com | (612) 801-9401

Laura Harris, Director of Association Management
laura.harris@poulhaas.com | (651) 334-4359

Tom Poul, Attorney/Lobbyist
tom.poul@poulhaas.com | (651) 260-0696

Amy Walstien, Attorney/Lobbyist
Amy.walstien@poulhaas.com | (651) 238-9264

Nearly one million people—17 percent of
Minnesota’s population—live in 18 MLC cities.

MLC cities are home to approximately 20 percent
of our state’s jobs.

MLC cities generate nearly 30 percent of state
sales tax revenue in the 7-county metro area.

MLC cities have over 27 percent of our state’s
total city net tax capacity.

In 2024, MLC cities received 29 percent of
available metro local affordable housing aid.
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